
Form No. 10-300 (Rev. 10-74) THEME: 19th-Century Architecture 
U N I T E D  STAPT'tS D L P A R T M L N T  OF ?'HE I N T E R I O R  

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES - -  COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

 NAME 
HISTORIC Van Allen and Son Department S to re  

- 
AND/OR COMMON 

John D. Van Allen and Son Dry-Goods S to re  

STREET& NUMBER Northwest corner  F i f t h  Avenue and South Second S t r e e t  
-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Clin ton  - VICINITY OF 2nd 
STATE 

I okra 
CODE COUNTY 

Clin ton  
CODE 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC XOCCU PIED 

LBUILDING(S) KPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK I N  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSlBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS X Y E S :  RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES. UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

-AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

X-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER: 

NAME John Van Allen 
(319-242--088) - 

-- - - - - 
STREET & NUMBER 

200 North 11th S t r e e t  
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Cllnton - VICINITY OF Iowa 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. County Assessors Off ice  o f  Clinton 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TDWN 

Clinton 
STATE 

Iowa 

REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

-FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY --LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

~ O R I G I  NAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Van Allen s t o r e  r i s e s  four  s t o r i e s  and is of s t e e l  frame construction 
enclosing l a rge  p l a t e  g lass  windows separated b y  hor izonta l  bands between 
f l o o r s .  The s t e e l  s t r u c t u r e  is encased i n  concrete and faced with br ick .  
There a r e  l a rge  wood j o i s t s  with an access ib le  a t t i c  space between f loors- -  
the re  was t o  be an addi t ion  t h a t  would have made the  department s t o r e  a 
10 s t o r y  building.  

"The nature  o f  t h e  s k e l e t a l  construction of s t e e l  is  c l e a r l y  evident .  The 
wall is made of t h e  long, t h i n  br icks  which Sull ivan o f ten  used, i n  a 
burnt gray co lo r  with a t inge  of purple. A t  t h e  base a r e  v e r t i c a l  s l a b s  of 
block marble framing t h e  large  show-windows, and above t h e  ground s t o r y  a l l  
t h e  windows a r e  framed by a l i g h t  gray t e r r a  co t t a .  There is  a very s l i g h t  
cornice. "1 The most extraordinary fea tu re  of t h e  building is  t h e  f o l i a t e  
ornament t h a t  burs t s  out of  t h e  terminations of t h e  s lender  mullions 
running through the  t h r e e  s t o r i e s .  

There has been only minor remodeling: s t r e e t  show windows have had 
aluminum sash  i n s t a l l e d  with s l i g h t l y  elevated walls ,  aluminum f a s c i a  added 
t o  canopies; some f i r s t  f l o o r  and balcony changes, complete rewiring and 
a i r  conditioning added. A second e levator  was added (completely concealed) 
i n  a s h a f t  o r i g i n a l l y  provided and an exposed sp r ink le r  system i n s t a l l e d .  

On t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f o l i a t e  column c a p i t a l s  remain on t h e  ground 
l eve l  and where o thers  were added on upper f l o o r s ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l s  were 
duplicated. Although t h i s  bui ld ing i s  not one of the  "jewel box" banks, 
t h e  Van Allen s t o r e  i s  one of those simple, elegant  s t r u c t u r e s  b u i l t  when 
t h e  American world of commerce was commissioning Roman Baths and Temples. 

l ~ o r r i s o n ,  Hugh. L W i s  'Sul l ivan,  Prophet  o f  Modemi Arch i tec tu re .  W. W. 
Norton Co., N. Y. , ' l935,  p. 216. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - -  CHECK A N D  JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

-1 400 -  1499  ARCHEOLOGY-H ISTORIC  -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

-1 500-  1 599 A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

-1 600- 1699 &ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

-1 700 -  1799  A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

-1 800 -  1 8 9 9  -COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRAN.SPORTATION 

!!- 1 900-  -COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPECIFY) 

-INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1913-1915 BUILDER/ARCH ITECT Louis Sull ivan 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This department s t o r e  is. one of t h e  dwindling number of Sull ivan buildings 
t h a t  represent  t h e  work of t h e  l a t e  years of h i s  l i f e  when his a rch i t ec tu ra l  
p rac t i ce  was reduced t o  t h e  patronage of a few midwestern c l i e n t s .  There 
a re  f i v e  bui ld ings  by Sull ivan i n  Iowa: two a l t e r e d  o r  changed so  as  t o  
se r ious ly  damage t h e i r  in tegr i ty - - the  People's Savings Bank i n  Cedar Rapids 
and t h e  Henry Adams Building i n  Algona, t h e  remaining th ree  a r e  the  
Columbus Bank, t h e  Saint  Pauls Church i n  Cedar Rapids and t h e  Van Allen 
Department S to re  i n  Clinton. Sul l ivan was a t  work on t h e  Cedar Rapids Bank 
and S t .  Pauls a t  the  same time (1911) and began working on t h e  large  dry- 
goods s t o r e  f o r  t h e  Van Allens i n  1913. 

Hugh Morrison found t h e  Van Allen Store s i m i l a r  i n  concept t o  t h e  Carson 
P i r i e  Scot t  S tore  i n  Chicago, although much smaller  i n  sca le .  He i s  a l s o  
somewhat c r i t i c a l  of i t s  most obvious Sullivanesque de ta i l - - the  ornamental-- 
 outbursts of t e r r a  c o t t a  fo l i age  i n  the  a t t i c  ( level ) .  Corbels and f i n i a l s ,  
( i f  s o  they may be ca l l ed) ,  a re  a v iv id  green i n  color.  J u s t  above the  
f i n i a l s ,  and forming a background f o r  them, a r e  i n s e t  t i l e  panels i n  Dutch 
blue and white. R e s e  curious fea tu res  must have been pure ly  decorat ive 
i n  in ten t ion .  l l e y  a r e  nonst ructura l ,  occurring i n  t h e  middle of the  bays 
between t h e  s t e e l  enclosing b r ick  p i e r s  .... they do not  seem t o  be a p a r t  
of  the  form, but merely applied on it ,  the  exhuberant n a t u r a l i s t i c  f o l i a t i o n s  
comport poorly w i t h  a s t r u c t u r e  so  geometrically r e c t i l i n e a r .  . . .occasional 
d e t a i l s  such as t h i s  appear i n  o ther  of his buildings,  and we f e e l  i n  them 
a tendenc . toward purely l y r i c a l  outburs ts ,  l i k e  some passages i n  h i s  
wri t ing .  l l y  These d e t a i l s  today seem much l e s s  controversial--and more 
a t t r a c t i v e  t o  the  c r i t i c s  of t h e  1960's-1970's who a r e  not  so  t imid about 
Romanticism . 
The present  owner i s  t h e  grandson of the  o r l g i n a l  c l i e n t  and i s  extremely 
proud of the  bullding,  maintaining it i n  i ts o r i g i n a l  condition with very 
few a l t e r a t i o n s .  He r e t a i n s  t h e  o r ig ina l  b lue  p r i n t s ,  o ld  record 
photographs and correspondence between Sul l ivan and t h i s  patron. 

The Van Allen s t o r e ,  although small i n  sca le ,  need only be compared t o  
t h e  conventional s t o r e s  then being constructed across America, t o  r e a l i z e  
t h a t  even i n  h i s  l a s t  years,  Louis Sull ivan was one of our g rea tes t  - 
a r c h i t e c t s .  
. . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  

l ~ o r r i s o n ,  ~ u g h .  >u=. ModernArchitecture. W e  
Norton and Co,, 1935, pp. 216-217. 
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

UTM REFERENCES 

c,ZO,NE, iABTI ,N j  , , , , , , , , ~ L L l  L L I  I f  ( , I  1 1  
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

South 90 f e e t  o f  l o t s  1, 2, 3 and west 11 1 /2  f e e t  of the north 50 f e e t  o f  
l o t  # 3  and east 11 f e e t  of l o t  #4, Block 13, Clinton, Iowa. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

N A M E  / TITLE 

Carolyn P i t t s ,  Archi tec tura l  His tor ian  
ORGANIZATION DATE 

His to r ic  S i t e s  Survey, National Park Service Ju ly  1975 
STREET& NUMBER TELEPHONE 

1100 L S t r e e t  NW. 202-523-5464 
CITY OR TOWN STATE - - 

Washington D.C. 20240 
b a STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in  the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to  the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE 
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VAN ALLEN & SON DEPARTMElNT STORE, IOWA. 
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